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LIFE and REIGN 


OF 


King WILLIAM II. &c. 


(t) 
oli LLIA M the Second 
King of England, was 

an Alien Born: Before 
his Father's Death, he 
came over into Eng-. 


land, judging it to be more for his 


* 


(1) Willielmus antequam Pater expiraſſet, in 
Angliam trajecit, utiliorem ſibi eam profectio- 
nem fore ducens, quam, &c. Matt. Paris. in Hiſt. 
Willielmi Secundi, pag. 18. Editionis Londinenſis, 
1571. a 
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his Father's Deceaſe, 


| bred up 


WY 


Advantage co de bh than to expect 


(2). He was a prince r more Gal. 
lant than Good; and having been 
in War, always in Action, 
and on the better fide of Fortune, 
was of a Nature Rough and Haugh- 
ty, to which his 6 did not 
a little contribute. 


(3) But conſidering that he was 
to deal with a divided State, made 


up of different Tempers and Inte- 


_ reſts; ſome he won with Money, 


others he fed with Hopes; and to- | 


the whole Nation he promiſed great- 


er Liberties than yy had 4 
en Joy d. 
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p 2) See Daniels Hiſtory, in the Life and Reign 
of. William the Second, bas. 52. N cp | 
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1650. 


65 ages, ibid. 


„ 
(a) At his firſt coming over, he 
| liberally diſperſed his Money, al- 


' lowing a Hundred Pounds for eve- 


ry County, to be Charitably diſpo- 


ſed of among the Poor. By theſe 


Means, winning upon the Affecti- 
ons of the People, by a General 


Conſent, he was receiv'd as King, 


and obtain'd in all Places the Keys 
of their Treaſure. 5 


(5) But great Givers muſt always 
give, and conſequently will always 
be Needy. And tho' at firſt by his 
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| (4) Willielmus (in diſpergenda pecunia neqz 
ſegnis, neq; parcus ) Eccleſiis Parochianis ar- 


genti Solidos quinq; unicuiq; Provinciæ libras 


centum, egenis dividendas, miſericorditer aſſig- 
navit. His ita geſtis, voleatibus omnium Provinci- 
arum animis, in Regnum acceptus, totam Angliam 


pro ſuo libitu ſubjugavit, & claves theſauro- 


rum ubiq; locorum obtinuit. Paris, pag. 18. 
(5) Daniel, pag. 53. 19 


A 2 Lar- 
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FFF 
Largeſſes he won the Love of 
many; yet he loſt more for want 
1 giving, being not able to content 
all. 


() After the Death of King Wil- 
liam's Father in France, tho this Son 
of his had already been Crown'd, 
and thereby was publickly acknow- 
ledged as King; yet ſome Diſaf- 
fected Men were ready to riſe up 
in Arms in favour of another Son, 
then reſiding in France, who pretend- 
ed to have an Hereditary Right to the 
Crown. Among others, the King's 
Uncle plainly ſaid, that the King- 
dom did of Right belong to the 
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(6) Nobiles regni in regem jam coronatum 
bella moventes, & Fratrem ejus in regnum ad- 
optantes, in ſuis quiſq; provinciis debacchan- 
tur. Qui omnes, primo clam, & poſt palam, 
miſſis Epiſtolis, eadem pro virili promovebant. 
Fratri Regnum competere dixit Regis patruus. 
Paris, pag. 18, 


King's 


Cr. 


King 's Brother'; and ſome Letters 
were intercepted that were ſent F 
invite him over. ; | 


< 79 King William, to recover the 
Affections of his Diſcontented Sub- 
jects, abated the rigour of ſome ſe- 
vere Laws, and 0 to lighten 
the burden of ; and allow'd 
his Nobles the been of Hunting 


in all his Woods and Foreſts; which 


was a Liberty that they much e⸗ 
ſteem d, and whereby he ſtrongly en- 
gag' d them on his Side. 


(8) This Conſpiracy. gave the 
King more Trouble than Danger; 
for it ſoon ended in the Confufion 


(7) Videns Willielmus regni proceres una ra- 
die conſpiratos, faciles leges, & tributorum le- 
vamen, libera ſq; illis venationes promittendo, ſibi 

devinxit. Paris. pag. 19. and n pag. 53. 


(8) Daniel, Pag- 56. ; | 
"SS. ©: 28 
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ol the Undertakers. However it had 

an ill Effect upon the King's Mind, 
hardening him againſt many of his 
Subjects, and filling him with Jealou- 
fies and Suſpicions; for after the 
apprehenſions of Danger were over, 
there was left in him a rigor of 
Temper, which grew into an incur- 


able iſeaſe. | 


- (9) In the beginning of his Reign, 
he carried himſelf very Obliging- 
ly ; and had afterwards been Abſo- 
late, had he not endeavour'd to be 

fo, which always creates Jealouſies 
in the People. . 


(0) This we may obſerve thro'- 
out his Reign, that none of his 
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(9 idem, pag. 60. © nad 
(io) Baker's Chronicle in the Reign of = 
William the Second, pag. 33. col. 2+ Lond. Printed, 


1674. 
2 Trou- | 
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Troubles overtook him, but he met 
them; he never fled from Rebels, 
but purſued them; yet ſuch were 
his Troubles, that they would have 
taken away the Comforts of a 
Crown; but that Ambition, tho! tis 
ſometimes weary, never gives out. 


(11) Before the King was well 
ſetled in his Kingdom, the Scots, ac- 
cord ing to their uſual way of taking 
Advantage of the Troubles of Eug- 
land, made an Inroad into Nortbum- 
ber land, and committed great Rava- 

es in the Northern Counties; but 
Kiog Villiam's Forces quickly put a 
ſtop to their carier. Among man 

others, their Leader was . 
and ſlain. | 
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| (11) In Angliam prædatum veniens, intercep- 
tus eſt, & ſubito interfectus. Paris, pag. 22. 


A 4 (12) When 
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(8) 
(12) When the King was qui- 
etly ſeated in his Throne, ſome of 
his Enemies he Proſcrib'd and Out- 

law'd ; others he Impriſon'd ; others 
he reduc'd to extreme Miſery and 
Want; and others that were diſat- 
fected to his Government, defiring 
to croſs the Seas, he gave them free 
Liberty to go; as knowing that 
thereby he ſhould diminiſh the num- 
ber of his Enemies at Home, and 
that Abroad they would be leſs a- 
ble to moleft him. But withal he 


told them, that they muſt never hope 
to return, IF 
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(12) Avglia ſubjugata, Rebelles ſibi quoſq; 
vel a Regno proſcripſit, vel vinculis mancipavit, 
vel in extremam miſeriam induxit. Paris, pag. 
27. Tale fertur accepiſſe reſponſum, trajicere 
quidem liberum eſſe, ſed nullam revertendi ſpem 

in poſterum ei futuram. Idem pag. 25. 


(3) The 
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do what in his Conſcience he could 
not comply with; and chuſing ra- 


ther to incurr the King's Diſplea- 


ſure, than to forfeit his Honour and 


Reputation, or to run the preſent 


hazard of his Soul, and to ſow the 
Seeds of Scandal and Confuſion in 


the Church; left his Supreme Ec- - 


eleſiaſtical Dignity. But ſuch was 
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(13) Rex Millielmus, Cantuarienſem Archi- 
Epiſcopum circumvenire affectans, poſtulabat, 
&c. Archi- Epiſcopus vero, cum Regis [poſtula- 
tum) implere non poterat ; elegit potius Regis 
Indignationem, quam diſpendium & periculum 


in præſens anime incurrere, & in poſterum 


confuſionem & ſcandalum in Dei Eccleſia ſemi- 
nare. Recedens ex concilio, nec verbum retu- 
lit amaritudinis, vel notam perturbati animi, 
aut offenſionis ſignum oſtendit. Cum publice 
poteſtatis apparitores omnia ejus, & Eccleſiz, 
bona fiſcalibus commodis addixerunt, æquani- 
miter ſubiit, &c. Paris, pag. 24, & 25. 


« 


his 
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(13) The Arch-Biſhop of Center- 
bury being required by the King to 
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his equanimityand evenneſs of Tem- 


per, that he never let fall one an- 


gry Word; ſhewd no diſturbance 


of Mind, nor gave the leaſt fign of 


Diſguſt, tho! he was ſtript of all his 


Re venues. 


(14) About this time died the 
venerable Biſhop: of Worceſter, who 
had made a wonderful Progreſs in 
the Study of Divinity ; and deſerves, 
for his Pious and Holy Life, for 
ever to have a place in Hiſtory, for 


the Benefit of thoſe that read it. 
He gave to every one his Due, and 


n 8 —_——. 
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| (14) Vir vitæ venerabilis Wigornienſis Epiſco- 


pus migravit ad Dominum , cujus pietas, & vi- 
tæ exigit Sanctitas, ut de ejus in hoc Mundo 
converſatione laudabili pauca, ad legentium u- 


ſum, huic hiſtoriæ inſeramus. In literis & diſci- 
plinis Sacris mirum in modum verſatus erat. 
Vixit beatiſſimus antiſtes omni genere virtutum 
plenus, unicuiq; quod ſuum erat tribuens, &c. 
Paris, pag. 25, 26, & 28. N 


Was 


: C415) 32 
was adorn'd with all kinds of Vir- 
tues. A | 4% 1 


(15) After theſe Things, King 
William croſſed the Seas upon a Fo- 
reign Expedition ; for the carrying 
on of which, he cannot be ſaid ſo 


properly to have fleeced, as to have 


flead the People, ſo great were his 
Exactions and Taxes. He was put 
to many diſhonourable Shifts in rai- 
fing Money, even to reſume his own 
former Grants; whereby he incurr'd 
the Hatred of his People, and eſpe- 


cially of the Clergy, upon whom he 


made continual Depredations. 


8 


(..) Rex Gulielmus, curis deditus hoſtilibus, 


Populos Anglorum exactionibus & Tributis, non 
abradens modo, ſed excorians, omnibus infeſtus 
& moleſtus, & c. Paris, pag. 59. & Daniel, pag. 
53, & 58. & Baker, pag. 33. col. 2. n 


(16) When 
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_ * (16) When he was going to take 


Shipping the Weather happen d to be 


very Tempeſtuous ; whereupon ſorne 


of the Mariners asked him, why his 


Majeſty would go in ſo great a 
Storm? To which he anſwer d, Fear 
nothing; I never heard of a King that 


was Drown'd. And being (adviſed to 


ſtay for more Company, he anſwer- 


ed, They that love me, will follow me. 


He had a proſperous Voyage, mas 4 10 


relieved a City that was Beſieged, 


and never had greater Succeſs, nor 


obtain d more Glory, than in that 
. 
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(ic) Ad mare veniens, navem feſtinus intravit. 
Cui nautæ, cur, regum maxime, in tanta Tem- 
peſtate Maris alta penetras, & mortis periculum 
non formidas? Quibus Rex, De rege fluctibus 
ſubmerſo non audivi. Mare itaq; tranſiens, ni- 
hil dum viveret egit unde tantam famam, tan- 
tumq; Gloriz decus haberet. Paris, pag: 71- & 
Daniel, pag. 59. & Baker, pag. 34 


(17) At 


— 
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(17) At that time a French Count 


was taken, and made Priſoner; who 
(more enrag'd at his Misfortune than 
diſmayed) let fall ſome Words to 
this purpoſe, That “had he not 
been taken by a Wile, he would 


have been a Thorn in King Wil- 


“ Jiamꝭ Side. Whereupon the King 
ſent for him, and ſet him at Liberty 
and gave him a good Horſe, and bid 


him go bis way, and do his worſt. 


This act of Generoſity had a contra- 
tary Effect upon the French Count, 


and made him for ever after King 
William's Friend. 


. (18) In ore of his Encounters 
with the French, he was Aſſaulted 
by three Cavaliers at once, and was 
Unhorſed with ſuch Violence, that 
the Pectoral and Girths of his Saddle 
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(17) Daniel, pag. 59. & Baker, pag. 34 col. 2. 
(18) Daniel, pag. 54 & Baker, pag. 34. Col. 2. 


being 


05 14 » 
being either cut or broke, his Sad- 
dle 2 to the Ground. But ſuch 
was his undaunted Courage, that 
catching up his Saddle with both his 
Hands, he defended himſelf with it, 
till ſome of his own Party came in 
to his Relief. 

(19) After theſe Things he pri- 
vately ftruck up a Peace with France; 
but concealing it from his Subjects, 
he rais d an Army of Thirty Thou- 
ſand Men, pretending with them to 
make a Deſcent upon France; but 
when they © came to the Sea- fide rea- 


| wy 
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(19) Rex interim conſcrihi procurat viginti 
millia peditum in Anglia. Hi autem cum ad 
mare veniſſent tranſituri, Rex a ſinꝑulis eorum 
pecuniam victualem, decem ſcilicet ſolidos, ac- 
cipiens, omnes Domum remiſit. Paris, pag. 23. 


He ſent for an Army of Thirty Thouſand Men, 
which being brought to the Shore, ready to be Shipp d, 
an Offer was proclaim'd by his Lieutenant, That GC. 
Daniel, pag. 55. 


dy 


r 
dy to de Embark'd ; he order'd 
his Lieutenant to make Proclama- 
»tion, that paying Ten Shillings a 

Man, every one that. had a mind to 
depart, might return Home ; where- 
by he raiſed a great Sum of Mo- 
ney. | 
. 20) He took Money for tolera- 
ting Jews, and other Enemies of 
Chriſtianity ; as making more Bene- 
fit by their Unbelief, than by their 
Converſion ; whereby he diſcovered 
his indifference to all Religion. But 
when he had got Money by ſuch 
 ExaGtions, ſo prodigal he was of it 
in his Gifts to Strangers, and fo 
1 among his Favourites at 

ome, that he was nevertheleſs con- 
tinually in extreme Want. 
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(20) Daniel, pag. 58, & $9: & Baker, pag. 
94. Col. . | 


(21) He 


* 16 5 
659 He lite to be 4 Rel: 
gious "obſerver of his Word; | 
ſaid, That even God himſelf As i, A 
ed by his Promiſes. But however 
be might keep his Word in ſmall 
Things, tis certain he never tegard- 
_ed it in greater Matters. 7 
22) He never ſeem'd to be more 
Confident, than when, to all appear- 
ance, he had leaſt Reaſon to be ſo; 
and he was never leſs Dejected, than 
when he was in the greateſt Extre- 
mity. 
22) He took great deligbt in 
Hunting, which at laſt proved Fatal 
to him. We find no other Pleaſure 
that he was addicted to, unleſs we 
reckon his delight in Wars to be 
ſuch; for tho they were often for- 
ced upon him, * ſometimes he 
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(21, 22, 13 Baker, p pag. 34. Col. 2. & pat 
36. Col. "YL 
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(17) 
entred upon them without any ne- 
ceſſity, only for his Pleaſure. He 
was no great lover of Women; but 
one Natural Son of his, is named, 
whom he advanced in Honour, and 
matched in a Noble Family. He 
was of a middle Stature; his Eyes 
ſpotted, and not like one another; 
and he was apt to falter in his 
Speech, eſpecially when he was in 
a Paſſion, which in the latter end 
of his Life he was much addicted to. 
(24) At laſt King Wilkam, pur, 
poſing to conſult about Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs, called a Convocation. at 
Meſtminſter; in which the Arche 
Biſhop of Canterbury (with his Suf- 
fragans) preſiding, they undertook 
to reform ſome things, but made no 
Progreſs. | 
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(2) Rex tandem Gulielmas, de negotiis agere 
conſtituens Eccleſiaſticis, apud Weſtmonaſteri- 
um Synodum coegit, cui præſidens Cantuarien- 
ſis Epiſcopus, cum ſuis Suffraganeis, cœpit cor - 
rigenda corrigere, G c. Paris, pag. 27. 


B 


In a. 2 
- a6 N « * 
74 | * 7 IP * 
* 8 "F 
- 


( 18) 
(̃ (23) Ia rhe time of his Sickneſs, 

King William repented of the Evils 
that he had done in his Health, and 
made many Pious Reſolutions what 
he would do, if it ſhould pleaſe God 
to ſpare his Life: But as ſoon as 
he recovered his Health, he repent- 
ed as much of the Good that he had 
promiſed to do in his Sickneſfſs. 

(26) Not long before his Death, 
he Dreamed that he was let Blood, 
and that the ſtream of his Blood was 
ſo great, that it reached up to Hea- 
ven : Whereupon awaking, he call'd 


(25) Rex Gulielmus decumbebat ægrotus Qua- 
drageſimali tempore; promiſit itaq; timore Mor- 
tis, & cruciatibus mor bi, ſe pravas leges emen- 
daturum, & in domo Domini pacem effecturum: 
Sed poſtquam ſanitati reſtitutus eſt, oſtendit ſe 
ſolito deteriorem; doluit enim Supra modum 
2 Cc. Paris, pag. 22. & Baker, pag. 33. 

. | 

(26) Vidit per ſomnum ſe Phlebotomiæ ictu 
fanguinem emittere, & radium cruoris in Cœ- 
lum uſq; extentum. Rex autem, ſomno excuſſus, 
lumen inferri præcepit, & cubicularios a ſe diſce- 
dere non permittens, reſidunm Noctis inſomne 
peregit. Paris, pag. 71, &K 7. 4 
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for a Light; and commanding the 
Gentlemen of his Bed- chamber to 
ſtay by him, he lay reſtleſs ali that 


Night. 


(29) He was taken away in the 


midſt of his Injuſtice ; while by the 
Advice of evil Counſellors; he was 
doing all the Miſchief that lay in his 


Power. He was an ill Man to his 
Subjects, worſe to Strangers, and worſt 


of all in himſelf. He oppreſſed his 
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(270 In medio totius injuſtitæ ſuæ occubuit, 
qui, Conſilio malorum, quicquid mali Poterat, 
id ſemper agebat. Suis nequam, alienis nequior, 
ſibi nequiſſimus. Subjectos omnes continuis gel- 
dis & talapiis vexabat; vicinos Werris & Ex- 
actionibus aſſiduis provocabat; nec reſpirare po- 
terat Anglia ſub ipſo. Ipſe & qui ei famulabantur 
omnia rapiebant, omnia conterebant, & ſubver- 
tebant; adulteria violenter & impune commit- 
tebant. Quicquid fraudis & nequitiæ antea non 
erat, his temporibus pullulabat. Inviſus erat 
Rex nequiſſimus Deo & populo: nec ſcelus exer- 
cebat occulte, ſed coram ſole. Quid plura? quic- 
quid Deo, Deumq; timentibus placebat, hoc 
Regi, Regemq; diligentibus diſplicebat. In e- 
jus fepultura lachrymæ locum non habebant, 
præ gaudio cum regnaſſet annis tredecim. 


Paris, pag. 73. 8 by q | 
dDudjects 


Subjects with cont Taxes, and 
== _ vexed his bg, with __ 
= Wars. En England had no time to breath 
under him, he and his Miniſters made 
1 | havock of all things. They practiſed 
1 enormous Vices as are ſcarce fit 
0 be named. And theſe things dey 
=” - aid, not covertly, but openly in the 
.* 8 Face of the Sun. In ſhort, he was a 


F whatſoever was pleaſing to God and 

'  -.- - Good Men, that was iſpleaſing to 
nim and his Favourites, He died with- 
=> —- out Iſſue; and was unlamented, for 
= E 0 that he left his Crown to a NA- 
— VE and Glorious Succeſſor, after 
doe had Reign'd Thirteen Years, Wh” 
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1 King hateful both to God and Man; 
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